MICHIGAN

Beauty by the Bay

by Laure+~H|Ide Llppert .
photos by Tom Lippert
aerial photos by George A. Kounis
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old up vour left hand, fingers together. That's

Michigan's Lower Peninsula. Now, point to the top of

the ring finger. That's where you'll find Harbor
Springs, at the “tip of the mitt” in Lake Michigan’s Little Traverse
Bay, the Great Lakes' deepest and perhaps most beautiful har-
bor. Silly, you might say, but that's how we described Michigan
while growing up there. Many years later, I was inspired to sce
iend \*ﬂ has a summer cottage at the tip of the

) shband Tom and I flew our Cessna 170 south
between Boyne Mountain and Nub’s Nob ski areas, we soon
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spotted Little Traverse Bay where white sails dotted the dark
blue seascape; the town of Harbor Springs, like a necklace of
colorful stones, encircled the harbor.

Within a day, we had a list of things to see and do that would
keep us busy for at least a week. The clear water beckoned us to
kayak and swim; trails for hiking and biking were abundant; rasp-
berry picking (and eating) with the kids was a must: golfing was a
tempting option;and the history of Harbor Springs preserved in its
shops and restaurants would be fun to explore: It was a Michigan
I could have never imagined Il'nking at my mittened hand.
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Above: Thom Leveque,
Jessica Ambats, and
Tom Lippert cruise
over the bay in a
Cirrus SR22-G2.

Left: The sandy beach
is a wonderful place to
enjoy the waters of
Lake Michigan. |
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